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Welcome to the wonderful world of Distractions in the Medical Journal Article. 

To receive credit for this workshop or to just participate, the completed Preworkshop assignment must be received by Wednesday 5 May. 

Upon electronic receipt of your assignment, I will acknowledge its acceptance. If you have any questions, please contact me. I look forward to meeting you and to an interactive workshop.

Thank you.


Michael
schneir@usc.edu

As the 1st step of workshop preparation, please complete the following distraction-identification/clarity-testing exercise. For each set of sentences, select the distraction-containing sentence and name the distraction (e.g.,1A syntactic structure wordiness). The objective is to communicate the essence of each distraction by nomenclature that elicits a revision (e.g., syntactic structure reduction).  
Just email an attached doc file of the listings (1-13), selection numbers, and the nomenclature. Please do not submit colored type, a PDF version, or a version with margin-marked corrections. After your listing is received, I will send a guide to distractions and revisions as the 2nd step of workshop preparation. 

Here are the 13 sets of sentences. For context, the section of a journal article and its conceptual component are listed for each set, which categorized as either syntactic structure or syntactic order. 

SYNTACTIC STRUCTURE DISTRACTIONS

(Materials and Methods section: method)
(1A) A CR was defined as any movement during the CS period of the nictitating membrane which was equal to or greater than 0.5 mm.
(1B) A CR was defined as any movement (≥ 0.5 mm) during the CS period of the nictitating membrane.


(Results section: result statement /observation)
(2A) Compound A significantly inhibited leukotriene synthesis.
(2B) Compound A caused a significant inhibition of leukotriene synthesis.


(Materials and Methods section: method)
(3A) This analysis performed on calposcaptic biopsies included infiltrating carcinomas.
(3B) This analysis was performed on calposcaptic biopsies and included infiltrating carcinomas.


(Introduction section: research problem pertinent background)
(4A) The masticatory apparatus of a bird is similar to a human.
(4B) The masticatory apparatus of a bird is similar to that of a human.
(4C) There is a similarity between the masticatory apparatus of a bird and a human.

(Introduction section: hypothesis)
(5A) It is possible the rate of bone resorption is significantly less for the indomethacin-treated rats.
(5B) It is possible that the rate of bone resorption is significantly less for the indomethacin-treated rats.


(Introduction section: research objective)
(6A) We applied cone-cell-specific expression of eGFP to compare the expression of >14,000 genes, consisting of signal transduction, cell cycle, transcription, growth factor, and cell surface constituents (proteins, receptors).
(6B) We applied cone cell-specific expression of eGFP to compare the expression of >14,000 genes, consisting of signal transduction, cell cycle, transcription, growth factor, and cell surface proteins and receptors.


SYNTACTIC ORDER DISTRACTIONS

(Discussion section: hypothesis limitation + counterargument)
(7A) Although possibly not applicable to the general population, this sample survey of current physical therapy outpatients does support development of such a service.
(7B) Although this sample survey of current physical therapy outpatients may not apply to the general population, it does support development of such a service.


(Introduction section: research problem pertinent background)
(8A) There are several methods to estimate the CIR that are more efficient than those previously used.  
(8B) To estimate the CIR, there are several methods that are more efficient than those previously used. 
(8C) There are several CIR-estimating methods that are more efficient than those previously used.


(Results section: Results statement/observation)
(9A) The appliance resulted in the characteristic tooth movement for control groups, which consisted of three phases.
(9B) For control groups, the appliance resulted in the characteristic tooth movement, which consisted of three phases.
(9C) For control groups, the appliance resulted in the characteristic three-phase tooth movement. 


(Results section: results statement/observation + preliminary data-interpretation)
(10A) Because the granules were excreted only slowly (i.e., 2 to 3 mos.), the half-life of zinc in mussels was relatively prolonged.
(10B) The half-life of zinc in mussels was relatively prolonged because the granules were excreted only slowly (i.e., 2 to 3 mos.).
 

(Introduction: research problem) 
(11A) We were unsure about the possible mechanism for CKI cessation initiating the cell cycle. 
(11B) The research problem was the possible mechanism for CKI cessation initiating the cell cycle.


(Results section: result statement/observation)
(12A) NTD risk was only reduced by multivitamin usage before embryonic neural tube development.
(12B) NTD risk was only reduced by multivitamin usage before the embryos finished their neural tube development. 


(Materials and Methods: method) 
(13A) Patients who were characterized with acute systemic infections and who received antibiotic therapy or professional tooth cleaning were excluded from the study.
(13B) The exclusion criteria were acute systemic infections, antibiotic therapy, or professional tooth cleaning.

 



[bookmark: _GoBack]
1

