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Pre-workshop assignment

Objectives

The objective of this assignment is to enable you to become familiar with some of the information available from on-line databases and websites and to consider which sources could be useful for which types of information queries.
Content

Please see “Instructions” section
Assessment criteria

There will be no formal assessment but you should bring any questions on the STN database sheets and your comments on “Mednar” to the workshop and return the questionnaire in Section 3 by Wednesday 4th November.
Instructions

1. Review of information relating to a major database host (STN)
STN is an online database service that provides global access to published research, journal literature, patents, structures, sequences, properties, and other data. STN provides access to a broad range of databases from renowned database producers worldwide. Go to their web site and look at the section which covers database summary sheets (dbss)
http://www.stn-international.com/database_list.html
Look at the full summary sheet for the following 4 databases
· EMBASE
· IMSRESEARCH
· IPA
· MEDLINE
Concentrate on the first 2 pages and the sample records at the end of each sheet. The rest of it is aimed at information specialists.  Please bring any questions on these with you to the workshop

2. Review of information relating to a major medical search engines
Go to the following search engine: http://mednar.com 
Read the information about the search engine http://mednar.com/mednar/desktop/en/about.html
Carry out a basic search on a selected topic of interest to you. Select a specific topic rather than a general topic e.g. “vaccines for Ebola in children” not just “vaccines”, or “diagnostic tests for ovarian cancer” not just “cancer”.
Compare the results you get from this search with the results you get using your normal search process. If you do not normally carry out searches, compare the results you get with mednar with those you get by using Pubmed . https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed
Be prepared to discuss your assessment of the two searches in the workshop.
3. Questionnaire

Complete the questions below and return by Wednesday 4th November by e-mail to: alison.rapley@gmail.com
	Name:

	Current job:

	1. How do you presently obtain information for your writing projects?
 (Delete all options that are not applicable) 

	· from an in-house information department

· from personal searches

· from an external library

· no need for this information as yet

· other (Please give details)

	2. Which, if any, of the following do you use and how often?
 (Delete all options that are not applicable) 

	· Standard reference books

· CD-ROMs

· External database from on-line suppliers such as DIMDI or STN

· Web sites

· Other (please specify)

	3.
What type of information are you particularly interested in finding out more about?(Give 1-3 examples)



	4.
What type of information do you find most difficult to obtain? (Give 1-3 examples)



	5.
Which web sites do you find most useful in your work and why?  This question need not be answered if you have not previously used the internet as part of your work.  If you can answer this question please be prepared to share your thoughts on this site with the rest of the workshop attendees.




Resources/material required

Attendees will need access to the internet in order to complete their pre-workshop assignment and post workshop assignment.  However no previous experience of internet use is required and access to fee based services will not be required.
Time required

Approximately 2 hours 
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