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Objective 
To focus participants’ thinking on effective writing for different audiences. 

 

Assessment criteria 
Not for assessment. We will discuss the assignment briefly in the workshop.  

 

Instructions 
Find a website or other document (in English) that gives medical information to the public. 

Choose one from a reputable source. Some examples are netdoctor, Cancerhelp, Macmillan 

Cancer Support, British Heart Foundation.  

 

Look at the writing. Do you think it is appropriate for the target audience? When you find 

something that you think communicates well, try to analyse the writing style. What makes this 

a good piece of medical communication? 

 

Then take a look at some science news stories on nature.com. What do you notice about the 

way highly scientific news is communicated to a specialist audience? Do you like the way 

these stories are written? 

 

Make brief notes and bring them to the workshop (just for your own use, they will not be 

collected) 

 

 

 

Time required 
Approx. 1 hour 


