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Welcome to Taxonomic Analysis of Medical Writing Distractions 

To receive credit for this workshop or to just participate, the completed Preworkshop assignment must be received by Monday 1 November. 

Upon electronic receipt of your completed assignment, I will acknowledge its acceptance. If you have any questions, please contact me. I look forward to meeting you and to an interactive workshop.

Thank you.


Michael
schneir@usc.edu

Please complete the following distraction-identification/clarity-testing exercise. For each set of sentences, bold the clearer(est) sentence and name the distraction under the distracting sentence or sentences (e.g.,1A syntactic structure wordiness). The objective is to communicate the essence of each distraction by nomenclature that elicits a revision (e.g., syntactic structure reduction).  
Just email an attached doc file of the bolded clearest sentences and the distraction nomenclature. Please do not submit colored type, a PDF version, or a version with margin-marked corrections. 

Here are the 22 sets of sentences. For context, the section of a journal article and its conceptual component are listed for each set. Also, the sets of sentences are grouped under general types of syntactic distractions.  

INTRA-SENTENCE SYNTACTIC STRUCTURE DISTRACTIONS

(1) Discussion section: results limitation
(A) A series of tests under conditions that were identical often yielded results that were different.
	(circumlocution)
(B) A series of tests under identical conditions often yielded results that were different.
	(misemphasis)
(C) A series of tests under identical conditions often yielded different results.
	(nomenclature)

(2) Introduction section: research problem background
(A) The ingestion of fluoride effects more than one aspect of this system, with the principal effect being porous enamel (Ref.).
	(nomenclature)
(B) The ingestion of fluoride effects more than one aspect of this system, but the principal effect is porous enamel (Ref.).
	(nomenclature)

(3) Materials and Method section
(A) During tooth morphogenesis, syndecan-1 expression is essential for the condensation of dental mesenchyme.
	(nomenclature)
(B) During tooth morphogenesis, syndecan-1 expression is essential for dental mesenchyme condensation.
	(nomenclature)


(4) Discussion section limitation
(A) The erythrocyte may function by supplying developing tissues with linolenic acid
	(nomenclature)
(B) The erythrocyte may supply developing tissues with linolenic acid.
	(nomenclature)

(5) Introduction section: research problem background
(A) Lysine is an abundant muscle constituent and decreases in amount during starvation.
	(nomenclature)
(B) Lysine, an abundant muscle constituent, decreases in amount during starvation.
	(nomenclature)

(6) Results section: results statement
(A) Renal erythrocytes transferred more DHA to the fetus than fetal plasma.
	(nomenclature)
(B) More DHA was transferred to the fetus by renal erythrocytes than by fetal plasma.
	(nomenclature)

(7) Discussion section: current research conclusion support
(A) These investigations enabled concluding the experimental conditions necessary to reduce the ejection force were fulfilled.        
	(nomenclature)
(B) These investigations enabled concluding that the experimental conditions necessary to reduce the ejection force were fulfilled.        
	(nomenclature)

INTRA-SENTENCE SYNTACTIC ORDER DISTRACTION
(8) Materials and Methods section: method
(A) Buccal and lingual full thickness flaps were reflected to gain access to the osteotomy site.
	(nomenclature)
(B) Buccal and lingual full thickness flaps were reflected to access the osteotomy site.
	(nomenclature)

(9) Introduction section: research problem background
(A) In retina spectrin binds to retina epithelium, and this results in a different epithelial polarity.
	(nomenclature)
(B) In retina spectrin binds to retina epithelium, resulting in a different epithelial polarity.

(10) Results section: data verbalization)
(A) The mean specific radioactivity in lungs and plasma of the rats was 16 and 18 DPM/ng, respectively.
	(nomenclature)
(B) The mean specific radioactivity in the rat tissues was 16 DPM/ng (lung) and 18 DPM/ng (plasma). 
	(nomenclature)

(11) (Materials and Methods section: method)
(A) Every other section of frozen tissue (thickness, 80 µm) was mounted onto chrome-subbed slides.
	(nomenclature)
(B) Every other section (thickness, 80 µm) of frozen tissue was mounted onto chrome-subbed slides.
	(nomenclature)
(C) Every other frozen tissue section (thickness, 80 µm) was mounted onto chrome-subbed slides.
	(nomenclature)

(12) (Results section: result statement/sequential observations)
(A) Fluid was displaced into the joint cavity, which increased regional synovial fluid pressure.
	(nomenclature)
(B) Fluid was displaced into the joint cavity, a displacement which increased regional synovial fluid pressure.
	(nomenclature)
(C) Fluid was displaced into the joint cavity, increasing regional synovial fluid pressure.
	(nomenclature)
(D) Fluid was displaced into the joint cavity, and regional synovial fluid pressure was increased.
	(nomenclature)
(E) The displacement of fluid into the joint cavity increased regional synovial fluid pressure.


(13) Introduction section: research problem background
(A) Minocycline treatment of diabetic rats does not appear to affect tissue proline saturation.
(nomenclature)
B) Minocycline treatment of diabetic rats appears to not affect tissue proline saturation.
	(nomenclature)
(C) Minocycline treatment of diabetic rats appear not to affect tissue proline saturation. 
	(nomenclature)

(14) Results section: results statement/an observation
(A) Tooth movement for the control groups treated with indomethacin, AA861, or combined indomethacin-AA861 was inhibited.
	(nomenclature)
(B) Tooth movement was inhibited for the control groups treated with indomethacin, AA861, or combined indomethacin-AA861.
	(nomenclature)

(15) Materials and Methods section: method
(A) Each kidney was dried, weighed, and analyzed for zinc concentration by atomic adsorption spectrometry after digestion with nitric acid.
	(nomenclature)
(B) Each kidney was dried, weighed, digested with nitric acid, and analyzed for zinc concentration by atomic adsorption spectrometry.
	(nomenclature)

(16) Materials and Methods section: method
(A) We exposed the auditory cortex in the right hemisphere by craniotomy and durotomy.
	(nomenclature)
(B) The auditory cortex in the right hemisphere was exposed by craniotomy and durotomy.
	(nomenclature)

(17) Introduction section: research problem background
(A) Studies involving MMP inhibition of angiogenic responses in vivo and in vitro have supported the importance of MMPs in angiogenesis (Ref) (Ref).
	(nomenclature)
(B) The importance of MMP in angiogenesis has been supported by the in vivo and in vitro MMP inhibition of the angiogenic response (Ref) (Ref).
	(nomenclature)

INTER-SENTENCE SYNTACTIC STRUCTURE DISTRACTION
(18) Introduction section: research importance
(A) The results of the proposed study are important for understanding how joint pressure affects the physiology and pathology of the TMJ. This study will also indicate the effect of mandibular position on mandibular growth.
	(nomenclature)
(B) The results of the proposed study are important for understanding (1) how joint pressure affects the physiology and pathology of the TMJ and (2) how mandibular position affects mandibular growth.
	(nomenclature)

(19) Discussion section: limitation-counterargument
(A) The actual cause for decreased collagen hydroxylation is conjecture. However, the strong correlation between decreased hydroxylation and the degree of hyperglycemia is consistent with a glucose-mediated effect.
	(nomenclature)
(B) Although the actual cause for decreased collagen hydroxylation is conjecture, the strong correlation between decreased hydroxylation and the degree of hyperglycemia is consistent with a glucose-mediated effect.
(nomenclature)
(C) Although conjecture, the strong correlation between decreased hydroxylation and the degree of hyperglycemia is consistent with a glucose-mediated effect.
	(nomenclature)






[bookmark: _GoBack]INTER-SENTENCE SYNTACTIC ORDER DISTRACTION
(20) Materials and Methods section: materials
(A) Composite disks (5.0 mm thickness x 14 mm diameter) Paradigm MZ 100) were cemented to the blocks using dual-cure resin cement (Rely X Ultimate). Samples were polymerized (40 s), artificially aged (20,000 thermal cycles), sectioned (0.8 ± 0.2 mm), and tested for micro-tensile bond strengthed.
	(nomenclature)
(B)  Composite disks (5.0 mm thickness x 14 mm diameter) (Paradigm MZ 100) were cemented to the blocks using dual-cure resin cement (Rely X Ultimate). Cemented disks were polymerized (40 s), artificially aged (20,000 thermal cycles), sectioned (0.8 ± 0.2 mm), and tested for micro-tensile bond strengthed.
	(nomenclature)

(21) Introduction section: research problem background
(A) Implants covered with these disks show a pattern of bone loss similar to peri-implantitis in humans. Micro CT analysis is superior to conventional radiographs for the measurement of total bone loss.
	(nomenclature)
(B) Implants covered with these disks show a pattern of bone loss similar to peri-implantitis in humans. For the measurement of such total bone loss, micro CT analysis is superior to conventional radiographs.
	(nomenclature)

(22) Introduction section: research problem background
(A) To obtain the best performance from processors, two essential assistants can be considered. The compilers maximize the parallelization and balance workloads. The interconnects among clusters improve the processor performance by overcoming the partitioning overhead as inter-cluster communications.
	(nomenclature)
(B) To obtain the best performance from processors, two essential assistants can be considered: compilers and interconnects. . The compilers maximize the parallelization and balance workloads. The interconnects among clusters improve the processor performance by overcoming the partitioning overhead as inter-cluster communications.
	(nomenclature)
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