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	Pre-workshop assignment



Objectives  
Increased awareness of how your own personal inclinations and preferences are determinants of how you tackle people from a national culture different from your own. Writing about own challenges prepares for discussions about how to handle cultural differences.

Content
1) The website www.enneagraminstitute.com shows the Enneagram figure with links to nine personality types. Read about these types and try to find the description that fits you best (not easy). We are a composite of all types, but one type is usually dominant. If you take the full RHETI test (144 questions, available on the given website), you will get scores for each personality type. A short free version of the test is available, but it is definitely best to complete the full test. The results from this test are confidential and just for your own sake. You are not expected to send the results to the workshop leader or share the results with other workshop participants.

2) Read about the six dimensions of national cultures here: https://www.hofstede-insights.com/models/national-culture/. On this site: https://www.hofstede-insights.com/product/compare-countries/, type in the country you are most familiar with.  This is just a preparation for exercise 3, which is the only one you should send to the workshop leader.

3) Describe a challenging situation you have experienced, or are experiencing, that may be caused by cultural differences and that you are willing to discuss during the workshop. Type in one or two other countries (involved in your problem), in addition to the country you are most familiar with (which should appear first in the graph), in the “Hofstede compare country site”. Use the differences in national dimensions that come up to explain why you think the problem occurred or is occuring. If you cannot think of a real problem, you can make up one.  Send this description to the workshop leader.  The workshop leader will pick examples among your descriptions, so they may not all be used. 



Assessment criteria 
Participants must be aware that this workshop is by nature very interactive and that participants have to be prepared to be open and to share personal opinions and attitudes. 

Instructions 
 Please send you pre-workshop assignment as soon as possible after you register for the conference to kari@limwric.no. 

 Bring to the course: a paper copy of the Hofstede graph of national dimensions for your chosen countries (all countries in one graph, preferably in colour), and your description of a challenging situation. 

Resources and materials
The internet, a PC and 10$ if you take the full RHETI test.

Time required 
2 hours
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