In the Spotlight

Frieda Ebes

Freelance Medical Writer

Picture

To tap into the diversity of our membership, Julia Forjanic Klapproth is spotlighting
individuals from all areas of medical writing. This month she begins with a closer look
at a member of 3 years who has never been to an EMWA conference (Gasp!).

Nationality: Dutch

Native language: Dutch

Languages spoken fluently:  Dutch, English
How many years as a medical writer:  Six

When did you join EMWA, and why?
I joined in 1997 (I think) shortly after | had started my own business (Scientific
Writing/Advisor Services) because | thought it wise to invest in anything that would
help me get going as a medical writer.

How important (e.g. for one’s perception of medical writing, training, personal
development, networking) are professional organisat ions to you (EMWA,
AMWA, EASE, DIA, etc)?
The training offered by EMWA has drawn my attention and, although | believe
certification in itself does not help, following these courses should help in
improving one's quality. But | will never be a native English speaker and all the
ats, ins, bys and the who, which and that, with or without comma, will never come
naturally whatever courses | take. Networking for me is still a goal.

What qualities do you think a medical writer must/s hould have?
First of all, the person must have a mind for science, preferably an analytical mind.
The person should have the right kind of conscience (tuned to GCP!), that is, the
person should scrutinise the data at great length to enable him to say in the end
that the report is a truthful and accurate account of the study results. And it would
help of course if the person can express himself clearly, is unbiased and has
some knowledge of the jargon used in this field.

What keeps you doing medical writing?
Every time when a report is finished | am still pleased with the result, particularly if
there was some freedom in the presentation format. | really like struggling with
ways of presentation, and with the progress | have been making the last year with
all the graphs in Excel, and slowly discovering all the options there are.

Is all your medical writing done in English? Yes.
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What is your most/least favourite type of document to work on and why?
Most favourite: a protocol for a Phase | or Il study, probably because | really like to
be involved in protocol design. Also because a good report starts with a good
protocol.

Least favourite: rewording someone else's suggestions, particularly if the person
thinks his English is fine.

If you could change one thing in your job as a MW, what would it be?
Having to work with draft data because this usually messes up your report.

Do you consider yourself foremost a writer or a sci entist, and why?
A scientist, because | feel it is my responsibility to be a sort of detective,
investigating all these data and trying to discover trends.

What is your perception of how others view the role of medical writing, e.qg.
high/low profile, level of influence on project dec isions, etc.?
Low profile, | guess, as reporting is the last thing the sponsor has time for. All he
wants is the report, written in the way he wants it. Senior medical writers can
surely relieve the burden of the sponsor’s clinician, but can they have influence?

Funniest sentence you ever came across?
This was a Dutch sentence. The mistake was made by an Englishman who
mistranslated from English to Dutch. He announced that Mr X had made him
pregnant, while he meant to say that he was expecting Mr X.

What do you consider your greatest achievement?
Overcoming my fear of PC’s at the age of 40 by simply getting started all by
myself.

Who are some of your favourite authors and why?
| just love the style and tension of Agatha Christie novels. | like detective stories in
general, but I'm not a big reader otherwise.

If you know of an EMWA member who you think would give an interesting interview,
particularly one who doesn’t regularly come to the annual conferences or contribute
to TWS, please make your suggestion to Julia at julia.forjanic-klapproth@aventis.com.
Please understand that only a selection of questions with the more interesting or
informative answers will actually be published.
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